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We have just completed our fi rst full year 
in our new two-story building. Yuma 
Community Bank (YCB) leases 9,000 
square feet on the fi rst fl oor. The new 
building is known in the community as the 
copper building on 4th Avenue.  A portion 
of the exterior is copper. Inside, copper 
artwork is found throughout the bank 
and includes an eight-foot copper water 
feature in the lobby.

In January 2006, approximately 200 
investors, customers and prospects 
attended the grand opening celebration 
for the new building.  Invited guests 
for the open house were encouraged to 
bring a food item to donate to the Yuma 
Community Food Bank.  With the 
abundance of space now available, YCB 
has increased its support of nonprofi t 
agencies, such as hosting food and 
clothing drives for Crossroads 
Mission. For the holidays, the bank 
hosted a Salvation Army Angel Tree, with 
the staff and customers contributing food, 
clothing and gifts that were distributed to 
less fortunate people in our community.

During the Yuma County Fair, the bank 
purchased a 4-H animal at auction and 
then donated it back to the fair so that 
it could be auctioned again. The money 
received by YCB from the new buyer 
was donated to the Yuma Community 
Food Bank. 

YCB was also actively involved with local 
students on National Teach Children to 
Save Day.  YCB takes very seriously our 
responsibility to help teach young people 
about banking.  We had four offi cers visit 
local schools to talk about the value of 
saving for the future and establishing and 
maintaining good credit.  Additionally, 
YCB awarded $1,000 scholarships to 
two deserving high school seniors.  
The students earned the scholarships 
by writing the best original essays about 
the importance of maintaining a good 
credit score.

Our primary focus is on our customers 
– and their banking needs. Building 
relationships is all about planning, 
preparing, listening and acting to best 
serve the customer. We embrace this 
philosophy.  We believe the best way to 
expand the size of our bank is to retain 
our customers and ask for referrals. 
Word of mouth from happy customers 
is a powerful advertising tool.

~ Katherine M. Brandon, President & CEO

KATHERINE M. BRANDON
President & CEO

2285 S. 4th Ave. | Yuma, AZ  85364 | 928-782-7000
www.yumabank.com

Founded: December 15, 2000

YUMA COMMUNITY BANK
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Amera Mortgage was on the move in 
2006 in more ways than one.  First, we 
moved our headquarters from Farmington 
Hills to Milford, Michigan. We now have 
more offi ce space with room to grow.  
Additionally in 2006, we opened a new 
retail location in Livonia, Michigan.

At the same time, we implemented a major 
system upgrade which provides us with a 
platform for effi cient growth, as well as the 
ability to make our systems and software 
available to retail and bank mortgage loan 
originators 24/7.

Early in the year, we hosted our inaugural 
Amera Day for mortgage loan offi cers in 
Capitol Bancorp’s Eastern and Western 
Regions. These events brought together 
the mortgage lenders in each region to 
share ideas and methods to achieve their 
annual origination goals. It also provided 
Amera with the opportunity to introduce 
technology enhancements. This is now an 
annual event.

GuideTrac™ and AutoPricer™ were 
two of Amera’s mortgage technology 
enhancements that were rolled out 
during the year. GuideTrac™  provides 

loan offi cers the ability to search for 
lending solutions based on criteria input 
and the guidelines applicable for a wide 
array of loan programs. AutoPricer™  
works to automatically price loans based 
on the input criteria. We are currently 
exploring an upgrade to the AutoPricer™  
system that will enable us to provide more 
of our products and pricing to mortgage 
loan offi cers.  

Amera Title began business during the 
year, providing loan closing and services 
primarily for Amera’s retail loan originators 
in Michigan. We plan to roll out Amera 
Title to Capitol Bancorp’s Michigan 
banks in 2007.

Late in 2006, we explored delivering loan 
fi les to investors with imaging technology.  
We are currently piloting the system by 
delivering closed loans with imaged 
documents to two investors.

We are currently exploring new front end 
origination and processing technology,
which is an extension of our current 
mortgage platform. The goal is to invest 
in this software and implement it during 
the fi rst half of 2007. It will provide 
improved reporting for loan originators 
and management, consistent disclosures 
and documentation, workfl ow monitoring 
and notifi cation, and a seamless interface 
to Amera’s mortgage software platform 
and marketing materials.  

Amera Mortgage is on the move to better 
serve our loan partners at Capitol Bancorp 
banks and retail locations across America!

~ Mark A. Janssen, CEO
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The past year has been one of excitement,
growth and development for Capitol Wealth.  
Some of our key accomplishments 
included:

• Adding 15 new bank wealth platforms, 
bringing the total number of Capitol Wealth 
Advisor platforms to 22. 

• Completing the conversion of our 
full-service brokerage business onto 
the platform. 

• Rolling out myWEALTH, our new online 
discount brokerage trading application, to 
all of the banks and customers within the 
Capitol affi liate network.  

• Enhancing our support infrastructure 
by establishing new fi nancial and 
management reporting processes, 
developing a wealth management website, 
as well as broadening our compliance, 
risk and control environment.

Progress will accelerate in 2007.

We continue on a path of establishing 
wealth programs at each of the Capitol 
affi liate banks.  As such, our plans 
consist of adding more than 24 new 
Capitol Wealth Advisor representatives at 

these banks. In addition, we will continue 
the development of a national trust 
company (Capitol Wealth Trust) that will 
expand our trust product and service 
offerings to support all affi liate banks and 
their clients.  

In meeting our goals for 2007 and 
beyond, we have assembled a talented, 
experienced team of professionals.  
Specifi cally, we have created two 
new roles: 

• a strategic acquisition director to acquire 
local insurance and asset management 
fi rms around the communities where our 
individual banks exist; and, 
• a product and business development 
director to help grow our existing wealth 
program business as well as better 
integrate brokerage, trust, insurance, and 
asset management products and services.

Capitol Wealth is excited about furthering 
the evolution of Capitol Bancorp’s service-
oriented business model.  Through our 
wealth management activities, customers 
are provided a complete array of advice, 
service and products.  Although we 
provide all the services of a bigger 
institution, we still build personal 
relationships with each and every client.  
As with Capitol Bancorp’s banks, we are 
deeply rooted members of communities 
– which is why we are a perfect 
complement to all the traditional banking 
services and relationships our community 
banks are known for providing.

~ Robert R. Hogan, President & CEO

ROBERT R. HOGAN
President & CEO

9300 Harris Corners Pkwy., Suite 210 | Charlotte, NC  28269 | 704-599-1055
www.capitolwealth.com
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O U R  C O R E  VA L U E S

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Entrepreneurship is the essence of our company spirit.

LOYALTY

The way we treat our customers begins 

with the way we treat each other.

Respect and reliability encourage loyalty in all of us.

COMMUNITY COMMITMENT

Our success depends upon the success 

of our community.

INTEGRITY

It is our standard of behavior, 

which always seeks to do the right thing.

MAXIMIZING POTENTIAL

We are committed to maximizing potential 

as a company and as individuals.
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THE FIRST

“the largest small bank company in America”
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