Capitol Bancorp Center
200 Washington Square North
Lansing, M1 48933

CAPITOL BANCORP 2777 East Camelback Road

LIMITED Suite 375
Phoenix, AZ 85016
www.capitolbancorp.com

Analyst Contact: Michael M. Moran
Chief of Capital Markets
877-884-5662

Media Contact:  Angela Kimber
Director of Communications
517-316-0172

Capitol Bancorp Completes Divestiture of Its Interest in
Adams Dairy Bank

LANSING, Mich., and PHOENIX, Ariz.: August 31, 2010: Capitol Bancorp Limited (NYSE:
CBC) announced today that it has completed the sale of its 51 percent interest in Adams Dairy
Bank.

Capitol’s Chairman and CEO Joseph D. Reid said, “We are pleased with the progress of our
widely publicized divestiture program. This sale is the eighth transaction to be completed,
enabling Capitol to redeploy capital to those affiliates challenged by the economy.”

At June 30, 2010, Adams Dairy Bank had total assets of approximately $46 million.

About Capitol Bancorp Limited

Capitol Bancorp Limited (NYSE: CBC) is a $4.7 billion national community banking
company, with a network of separately chartered banks in 14 states. Founded in 1988, Capitol
Bancorp Limited has executive offices in Lansing, Michigan, and Phoenix, Arizona.
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